Dave Hill speech for Janet Holland at 
Collaboration and Duration: a celebration of the work and research practices of Janet Holland. Dec 4th 2009 at The Keyworth Centre, London South Bank University.

Hi. How lovely to be invited to share in this celebration of Janet Holland’s life, career and activism! I’m so pleased to be hear to pay tribute to, and to thank Janet for her teamwork, fun, warmth, organising ability, socialist commitment, humanity- and for `being right’!
Janet and I first met when Mike Cole and I founded the Hillcole Group of Radical Left Educators in 1989. This was in the really dark days of Thatcherism. The Left was taken by surprise, and in retreat- especially after the defeat of The Great Miners’ Strike of 1984-5. In retreat organisationally, in terms of ideology and policy- and also in terms of left activists having a hard time- in academia as elsewhere.
I had recently gone more deaf/ hearing disabled, and was moving out of Labour Party activism and elections. As a politician you have to be able to hear the insults! In addition, Labour was also moving rightwards, from the eighties/ Kinnock onwards. So Mike and I, who knew each other from various picket lines and politics, decided to invite a number of left academics- people involved in feminist, anti-racist, anti-homophobic and class politics- socialists-  to `fightback’ to organise and publish, to write, to develop critiques of the Radical Right. Also, proactively, to develop socialist education ideas and policy. The initial members were mainly people who had written with Mike previously. Janet was one of them. Other early members included Caroline Benn, Anne-Marie Davies, Rehana Minhas, Tamara Sivanandan (then Jakubowska) and Jan Lee. Others soon joined, including Stephen Ball and Gaby Weiner (for the first few years), Meg Maguire, Rosalyn George, Glenn Rikowski, Imelda Gardiner, John Clay, Clyde Chitty, Ken Jones, Andy Green. (Richard Hatcher Shane Blackman, Julian Wooton and Martin Allen were later members).
What did the Hillcole Group try to do? We tried to write collaboratively, to work as a writing group, not just a discussion group. We wanted to have impact.
The collaborative aspect was important. Now I’m a pretty clever chap! I’ve got GCE O levels! But I have a healthy respect for the limitations of my own intelligence. I ain’t brilliant! I’ve always believed that two minds- or ten- are likely to be much more productive than just mine, than just one mind.
Our three aims were: 1. To improve the quality of schooling and teacher education; 2. to respond rapidly to the assaults by the radical right on the quality of education; and 3. to influence policy and decision making on educational matters.
But what did we do? Well, we didn’t do much of the first, other perhaps tangentially in our own and our readers’ practices as teachers and political agitators. We were able to respond quickly to attacks on radical (left) education by such radical right groups as the Hillgate Group. When Robert (Albury) set up Tufnell Press to publish our booklets, we were able indeed to `get in quick’. And as for influencing policy and decision making on educational matters, Tony Blair and New Labour soon stopped all that. (Until 1994 we were, some of us, involved in (Old) Labour Party discussions at national level. That shuddered to a halt when Blair became leader of `New’ Labour.
We wanted to change the world! We still do! We were hugely unsuccessful! In that enterprise, anyhow.
But we did change ourselves. We did change each other. And we did give each other emotional support when professionally and politically times were grim, and we gave each other intellectual support and stimulus and laughs and `belonging’ and a particular focus, with our regular fortnightly or monthly work meetings, collaborative writing, collaborative critique meetings. As Mike Cole says, Hillcole’s `strengths were its basic democracy and comradeliness at the meetings and its uncompromising commitment to democratic socialism'. 
Arguing and Collaborating: Collective Work Janet commented `I enjoyed the meetings, and organising them in various places over the years, and particularly enjoyed the discussions of the books, which I think were really democratically and collectively worked on'.
How we argued, over each line of some of our joint writing! How some of us hated each other! But this was suffused in and worked into scintillating and vibrant argumentation, dispute, analysis, lexis. We argued together, drank Tony Benn’s tea together, sometimes drank together- we worked together! Resulting in our improved collaborative understanding and into our booklets and books.
As Glenn Rikowski noted , 
For those involved in the Rethinking project (one of our two books, Rethinking Educationand Democracy: A Socialist Alternative for the 21st Century (1997)) it was an exciting, but exhausting time. The intensity of debate on educational theory, policy, history, principles and practice was experienced to a degree few of us had found elsewhere. This was 'education, education, education', raw and live! Caroline Benn kept this all together, and with Clyde Chitty she ensured that ideas were transformed into text. Caroline played a leading role in welding our debates and ideas into a coherent whole. She was absolutely determined that although individuals held views on education most deeply, a collective view emerged. That it did was mainly due to Caroline and the organisational work of Janet Holland. 
Our books and booklets were unsuccessful, too. Unsuccessful in terms of mass readership at any rate. The most any of our 11 booklets and 2 books sold was around a thousand. But as Janet has commented, and Robert, too,, some bought the booklets and books, but more read them. They were passed around- if not like the Russian oppositional samizdats, then at least our publications and ideas became known in little corners of probably every university in the country. And they got into many university libraries.
I go round the world, and up and down the country, making speeches on (our) socialist ideas, socialist education, socialism- sometimes to mass audiences- of five people. Sometimes more. And during that period of Hillcole, 1989 to 2001, especially during the Thatcher era, whenever I went to a different university, someone would, nervously glancing around, approach me and say things like- `thank goodness for the Hillcole stuff. At least someone, some people are fighting back, and keeping the flame of socialist education alive’.
How did the Hillcole Group function? Now I thought that I was a pretty key figure- I chaired all but one of the meetings over the 11 years . I thought I was pretty important. But most people, apparently thought the two key figures were Caroline Benn and Janet!
Pat Ainley’s view is that the Hillcole Group 
gathered a range of talent and expertise across the range of educational research and informed opinion around the unifying figure of Caroline Benn, who was its emotional heart, while Janet Holland, another hard-working and dedicated individual, provided its organisational muscles by keeping meetings minuted and ordered with exemplary efficiency.
Organisation And that’s what Janet did. Organised us. Kept is on track. Took clear, judicious and full minutes. She’s still got them! Being here today at this celebration of Janet’s work, listening to the various groups such as the Womens Group she was involved in over the same (indeed, a far longer) period has made me realise what she did with her evenings- she was trotting off to one meeting/ group one night, organising it, keeping it on track, and the next night, trotting off and doing the same for another group! And she’s still dong it!
Culture Wars We did engage in `the culture wars’, we did contest the then rapidly advancing ideological hegemony of the radical right. That first neoliberal/ neoconservative onslaught was a shock- it took us by surprise, challenging, and reversing the social democratic gains (health, education, trade union and workers’ rights, equalities legislation regarding sex and `race’) of the thirty-year post war social democratic era.
It is different today. Today (regrettably) the neoliberal and neoconservative discourse of The Daily Mail, of commentators like Melanie Phillips are no longer widely seen as shocking, with their depiction of feminist analysis as `feminazism’, and their labelling of class analysis as `class envy’. 
The need for our Marxist, and feminist, and anti-racist academic analysis that Janet has devoted her career to, and to getting stuck in on the ideological battleground through publications (as Hillcole did and Janet does), and through political activism (as many of us do, whether in the micro- interpersonal (and/) or on the macro-public stage (and in street confrontations, too) remains an ever-present need.
 Being Usually Right. So, through the nineties we did establish a presence (and, indeed, initially, some publicity, too). And that was important. And Janet is still doing it. Necessarily so. 
I’ll leave the last word on the Hillcole Group to Janet. Her summing up about it is that
The Hillcole Group was always important to me, and I think it had some influence, as Mike says, despite the pamphlets not necessarily selling well. I think they were read a lot, (i.e. one person buys, more read) like newspapers, though not, obviously, in such large numbers. 
Her concluding remark, the remark with which I conclude this brief tribute to her and her work in/ with the Hillcole Group, is this: she concludes, 
I also liked the way we were usually right, so to speak.



Details of Hillcole Group publications can be seen at the appropriate Tufnell press webpages at http://www.tpress.free-online.co.uk/hillpubs.html
Hillcole Booklets/ papers were: 
Hillcole Paper 1 (1989) was Dave Hill's Charge of the Right Brigade: The Radical Right's Attack on Teacher Education
Hillcole Paper 2 (1990) was Ann Marie Davies, Janet Holland and Rehana Minhas' Equal Opportunities in the new ERA
Hillcole Paper 3 (1990) was Dave Hill's Something Old, something new, something borrowed, something blue: Schooling, teacher education and the Radical Right in Britain and the USA
Hillcole Paper 4 (1990) was Pat Ainley's Training turns to Enterprise: Vocational education in the market place
Hillcole Paper 5 (1990) was Stephen Ball's Markets Morality and Education. 
Hillcole Paper 6 (1991) was Dave Hill's What's Left in teacher education.
Hillcole Paper 7 (1993) Falling Apart: the coming crisis of Conservative education, written by Pat Ainley, Caroline Benn, Shane Blackman, John Clay, Mike Cole, Imelda Gardiner, Andy Green, Dave Hill, Janet Holland and Ken Jones.
Hillcole Paper 9 (1993) was Whose Teachers: a radical manifesto, written by John Clay, Mike Cole, Dave Hill, Ros George, Meg Maguire, Imelda Gardiner (with comments by Caroline Benn, Shane Blackman, Andy Green, Janet Holland and Gaby Weiner).

The two Hillcole books are 
(1997) Rethinking Education and Democracy: a Socialist Alternative for the Twenty- First Century, London: Tufnell Press, (102pp).

(1991) Changing the Future: Redprint for Education, London: Tufnell Press (199pp).

(1999) Dave Hill, Mike Cole, Peter McLaren and Glenn Rikowski edited Postmodernism in Educational Theory: education and the politics of human resistance. This was published by Tufnell press, although it was not discussed as a book at Hillcole meetings. Postmodernism- and Marxist critiques of it, were. 
(2001) Glenn Rikowski wrote The Battle in Seattle: its significance for education. This was discussed exhaustively at Hillcole Group meetings, Caroline Benn, in the final weeks of her life, wrote full comments on it.


Glenn Rikowski has written an e-article on the Hillcole Group at http://www.flowideas.co.uk/?page=articles&sub=After%20the%20Hillcole%20Group
Dave Hill has written a fuller version than this speech on the Hillcole Group- from which the various quotes in this speech are taken, at http://www.ieps.org.uk/hillcole.php


Dave Hill co-founded and chaired the Hillcole Group from 1989 to 2000. He was Professor of Education Policy at the University of Northampton and now teaches part-time and hourly paid at Middlesex University. He edits the free online radical left academic journal, The Journal for Critical Education Policy Studies, at www.jceps.com. He is currently (Winter 2009-2010, looking for work.




